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Abstract 

Educational Aspirations refer to the early impressions of one's own 

academic abilities and the highest level of education an individual expects 

to attain has also been linked to academic achievement. Today's modern 

society expects everyone to be a high achiever. The key criteria to judge 

one's true potentialities and capabilities are perhaps scholastic/academic 

achievement. Academic achievement has become an index of a child's 

future and is the resultant of various factors like personal, social, economic 

and other environmental factors. Educational aspirations are found to be strongly related to their 

perceptions off parental support, parent's aspirations and their own early attitudes to school 

experience. Parental education and resources at home have an influence on aspirations. 
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I.  Introduction 

Educational aspirations play important roles in education attainment, and, in turn, status 

attainment processes.  Students’ educational aspirations have strong positive effects on their 

educational achievement.  Students with high educational aspirations are more likely than students 

with low educational aspirations to: do well in school, attain higher education degrees, and reap the 

economic rewards of higher education degrees in the labor market.  Students’ educational aspirations 

also mediate the effects of their socioeconomic origin (i.e. their parents’ socioeconomic status) on 

their achievement and attainment. In other words, students’ educational aspirations can strengthen or 

diminish the effects of where they come from on how well they do and how far they go in school. 

educational aspirations play important roles in shaping and influencing students’ aspirations, 

achievement, and attainment, our understanding of the nature and formation of these important 

aspirations is limited.  Researchers have generally examined parents’ educational aspirations in order 

to explain variation in students’ aspirations, achievement, or attainment. 

II. Different Theories concerned with Educational Aspiration 

1. Social-psychological Theories of Educational Aspirations  

Social-psychological explanations of educational also share an important characteristic.  Each 

theory identifies educational aspirations as dispositions (orientations, outlooks, desires, states-

of-being, etc.), rather than purely economic calculations.  In this view, educational aspirations 

are the product of beliefs and feelings (about the world and about one’s self), physical, 

cultural, emotional, and formal and informal educational environments, and a lifetime of 

observations of and interactions with significant others, caregivers, peers, and strangers.  In 

this view educational aspirations are not (not exclusively, at least) the product of completely 

conscious and completely rational economic considerations.  In a manner of speaking, 

educational aspirations are felt.  

2. Social Learning  


